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An intimate account of the Royal couple, featuring breathtaking photos from the April 29th Royal

Wedding. LIFE has covered all of the lavish royal weddings since even before Queen Elizabeth II

wed in 1947, and of course the magazine documented in splendid, intimate detail the "wedding of

the century," that of Prince Charles and Lady Diana, years later. Now LIFE celebrates the royal

engagement of Prince William and Kate Middleton.   This book includes intimate pictures of William

and Kate as they grew to be the splendid adults they are today. The best photographs of royal

weddings that have already been, including those of Charles and Diana, Grace Kelly and Rainier of

Monaco, Fergie and Andrew, and many others. A detailed look at the Middletons and the

Windsors-the latter,royal family dating back to Queen Victoria. Photography from Buckingham

Palace insiders, includingpictures from Litchfield and Lord Snowdon.
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If you knew me, the fact that I'm even considering returning this book would shock you. Actually I'm

shocking myself. . .My interest in the British Monarchy began as a teenager in the seventies when

Prince Charles was the world's most eligible bachelor. For the past thirty years I've collected British

royal memorabilia as well as amassing over two hundred books on royals from Queen Victoria

through the current family.But I was especially excited about this book....LIFE's "The Royal Wedding

of Prince William and Kate Middleton: Expanded, Commemorative Edition" because my sister and I



had been in London during Royal Wedding Week. Both Good Morning America and BBC1 included

us in their segments about American royal watchers going to London, plus they aired video snippets

of my collection. Therefore, I chose this book because I knew it would have superb photos from the

wedding itself, as well as pictures from London's pre-wedding festivities and preparations. So

confident was I in the quality of Life's publications, I ordered two--the second one intended as a gift

to my sister to encapsulate our "memory of a lifetime."The books arrived and as I lifted one from the

box my initial reaction was 'Hmm, this dust jacket seems a bit large.' It was as ill-fitting as the suit

jacket of a person who recently lost thirty pounds. Okay, I thought, maybe I can wrap it tighter. No

biggie I suppose. Removing the second book I saw a mental flash of minimum wage workers

hurriedly slapping dust jackets on recently-bound, bare little books, all rolling down an assembly line

in the middle of the night after the wedding.Never mind all that, I was thrilled with having the book in

my hand and within minutes I was curled up in a comfortable chair.
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